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Christmas Pide.

Christmas is at band.  Most of us look for-
ward to it: why. perhaps we cannot exactly tell,
For certain, our joy will not depend on the season-
able festvities: much less will our pleasure arise
from the good cheer abounding, Neither does the
time derive its charm from the expeetation of
little presents, other tokens of affection. It
would he childish were it otherwise.  That word
Sehildish'® strikes the right note. ‘The associations
of childhood’s happy days come strongly to us
at this the our  young
pleasures live long after the “bloom is dead.™

or

SCAS0N 3 recollections  of

As children we counted the weeks,
hours.

“Christinas Day is this day month.™

HAY, oven

the davs and beforehand, and were often

heard to say

or “In ten days time Christmas will be here.”
As children Christmas week was full of charm
to us.  The quick succession of  juvenile parties
kept our small brains in a whirl of excitement,
Visions of presents haunted our dreams by night,
and of plum-pudding and mince pies by day. Bed-
time was postponed in order that we might hear

the carols on Christmas Eve.  The deeorated
churel lived in our memories for weeks after-
wards.  The Christmas logs of wood, the Christ-

mas dinner, the gifts and the romps in which the
grown-ups used to join—all these combined their
forces to make Christmas a ved™letter day.

the
men

of
waomen

As children we formed hahit looking
forward to Christmas, as and the
habit clings to us, though the pleasures Lave lost
their intense attraction. So it reminiscences
of the happy past mingle with the present, and
together lend that charm which this season has
made peculiarly its own,

is,

[rost, Snow. and lee are traditionally associ-
ated with this period, In England severe weather
at this time of year is considered seasonable by
the well-fed and clothed, and to them are the
canse of extra enjoyment of the Festival,

This, however, is always marred by the suffer-.
ings of the poor. to thousands of whom a fow
degrees of frost, a few inches of snow mean an
inestimable addition to the misery of their lot:
u sharpening of the pangs of hunger, an intensi-
fying of the pains of cold, rendered the more
acute by reason of the contrasted happiness and good
cheer of their more fortunate brothers and sisters.

Here, in the Engadine. we may indeed enjoy
the seasonable qualities of the weather. Wlhat more

can we want, than Christmas with 25 degrees of
frost, three feet or more of snow, and skating
for o month before. with the expectation of
nearly three months after.  In these country dis-
triets, we may sleigh for miles, without seeing
one face pinched with hunger, or one fellow-

creature shivering in the rags of abject poverty.
Dives ean here make merry without having Laza-
rus uncomfortably at hand.

Some people at home—poor benighted folk
have been kunown to regird us here as exiles and
express pity for us.  Why, it who have
the advantage over them: we it is who can take
compassion on those less fortunate than ourselyves
in being denied the opportunity celebrating
their Christinas in such a glorions climate and
amidst such beautiful surroundings.

is we

of

Of late years it has been the custom to alter

the formula of A Merry Christmas™ to A
Happy Christmas,”  We, however, resent the in-
novation on the custom of onr fore-fathers and

stick to the time-honoured sentiment: so we will
wish onr friends in general wherever they may be,
and especially those good souls, our contributors,
who have so generously come forward and helped
us in getting together this Number, the same old
wish and many of them,

“A MERRY CHRISTMAS.
2l

MON MEMORIAL D'HIER

< gontient la note suivante: & -

Le 'Savon
de Charhon goudroné
de Wright.

Jome suis layée moi-méme
J'al lavé les enfants
Mon mari s'est rasé

Ce savon rend mon teint  parfait, ' air de das Aussehen unserer Kinder blaliend und ver
nos enfants sain et Hovissant, pour mon mari il Makes my complexion perfect, the childver ¥oqandgel far meinen Mang das Rasieren in ein
tourne Vaffuire de se faire lo barbe en nn plaisir, § health 4 hushand’s shaving a pleasure, Vereniigen,  (wez.) Mutter, welche dem Fort-

B Mére qui professe le progres. (Bigned)  UP-TO-DALE MUTHEIR schritt huldigt.

YESTERDAY'S DIARY
with
WRIGHT'S
COAL TAR
SOAP.

Washed myself
Washed children

Husband shaved

Tagebuch-Notiz von gestern

Wright's
Kohlen-
Theer-
Seife.

Diese Seife macht meine Gesichtsfurbe perfelit,

Mich selbst gewaschen
Die Kinder gewaschen

Mein Gemahl hat
sich rasiert

S Flip r
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king amiss
+ and think slightly of this

0. Gotis

ith.

It were superflucus to mform readers of the
‘Alpine Post” that “Bands™ s synonymous with
the game styled “Tee-Hockey™ by our less up-to-
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The Aunual Match against Davos stands in
the same relation to St. Moritz bandy that the
Boatvace does to University rowing. Very pleasant
are encounters, —~ wonld that there were
more of them ! —not only on account of the en-
thusiasm they arouse. bhut alse hy reason of the
friendly rvivaley they occasion, a rivalvy tempered
with good feeling and good sportsmanship,

these

BANDY ON THE LAKE.

date contemporaries. who show thereby that their
knowledee of the game is limited by the narrow
confines of Prinee’s or Niagara, and that their
minds cannot soar G006 feet above sea level to a spot
where the finest Rink in the world-—120 metres
long by 70 wide—is displayed to view, a rink
that enjoys six  hours sunshine on the shortest
winter day and can be Hooded in 10 minutes !
This, the Eldorado of bandyites, was opened
last winter. and on it St. Moritz won the annual
mateh with Davos by 7 goals to love. In pre-
vious years St. Moritz bLad no bandy-rink, and
had to content herself with an area of some 70
yards long and 10 wide, that was cleared on the
lake.—a ehilly spot for spectators, and none too
pleasant for players, seceing that the nunerous
eracks in the. iee were fruitful sources of bad
falls. and swelled koees were cammoner in eon-
sequence than “swelled heads.'

“The old order changeth, yielding place to
new', and we no longer have to encounter the
hardships which onr predecessors bore without a
murmar, the elimax of which was reached two
vears ago, when owing to the eccentricities of the
weather god, no play on the lake was possible
till late in January ; consequently the St, Moritz
team left for the match at Davos having only
played four games on the Kurverein Rink. “Of
course Davos won', some candid friend will re-
mark,  Yes, the “Rose and Gold” went under,
but only by the narrow margin of one goal, scored
in the last minute of the game. Few who played
in or witnessed that game will forget it: the pace
was tremendons and was maintained from start
to finish: and the play all through was full of
incident with hardly a dull moment. Davos scored
3 goals in the first ten minutes; hat

“Was there a man dismayed ?
Not though each player knew
Someone had blundered.™

No. nor when a 4th was notehed five winutes
after the interval! Then the tide tarned, with ten
minutes still to go St. Moritz had drawn level,
Then did Greek meet Greek: shot after shot wis
saved at either end in turn, as the tide of battle
swayed to and fro.” and just when a draw seemed
assured —such is the fortune of war and bandy !

an otherwise harmless shot glanced off the skate
of the St Moritz hack and trickled into the corner
of the net. just out of the goal-keeper’s reacl.
One last dash 4
ta be reputsed: then “no side
“three cheers” for vietors

the Davos goal, o
from the .
vangnished,
battle
+ of “hapdy puneh.”

was made for
ivree,

and and

‘Loregms were soon fightine e over

apgatng s ver steamn

Bandy, as played now at St. Moritz comprises
four different classes of games:

1. Picked Games, in which two sides picked
by the selection committee take part. These
games are played about three times a week
up to the middle of January, when the Dayos
mateh generally takes place,

2. COlub Games, in which any man may play,
provided hLe be & mewber of the Club and
arrive on the ice in time.  Should there
be too many desiving to play, some are
ballotted ont. a

G, Mirved Games, for ladies, men, and boys,

I Ladies' Games, for ladies and hoys only.

Further, a gertain number of matches are
played, such as the time-honoured Kalm v. The
Rest ete., or 1st Team forwards and '/a backs,
assisted by the 2nd Team hack and goal-keeper.
versus 2nd Team forwards and /e backs with
Ist Team back and goal-keeper. These matches
assist materialiy in teaching the hest players to
combine properly, and help to get the St. Moritz
Team into some sort of match form.

There has been some talk of a team coming
from Prague to play us.  Well, “Let ‘em all
come,” the more the merrier. The only way to
learn a game thoroughly is to play matches against
teams of different styles and methods,

Perhaps it may not be amiss 1o give a feyw
hints on Bandy to those who are new to the game
and desire 1o take it up: but let my remarks he
taken con amore, for 1 do not speak ex cathedra,
and do not pose as a professor of a game in which
I haye merely graduated.  First of all we must
form our team. At St. Moritz all matches are
played between two teams consisting of nine players
each: and this seems the most satisfactory num-
ber. though advocates may be found for seven
and eleven aside matehes.  These nine  players
are divinea iato 4 forwards, 3 halt-backs. a back,
and n goul-keeper: nor can a bétter distribution
be made, Having settled our team, the first lesson
we must teach each individual player is to lose
s individoality, and regard himsell as merely
one of many component parts.  Combination in
bandy, in other words, spells success suecess. In-
dividual brilliancy has won and will again win
a mateh, bat give me a team that can play to-
gether, and my money goes on it. A team  that
combines well, is less likely to Ik rouraged
when fortune frowns and lasts better and finishes

strouger than a tivie Cepends for smeee o
individual efforts
Pl deal with our frant rank first and give

the gualities necessary for a

feam

a tmet sheteh  of

good forward.  The first essential is surencss of
foot, or rather “‘of skate”, and speed is a sie
gt non it you would be a really fiest class for-
ward: though extra cleverness and control of the
ball may make np for lack of pace. But wing
forwards must be fast, for a great deal depends
on Keeping the ball out of “tonch™. and your wing
forward with that extra yard of pace, who can
Just get to the ball and dash down the line with
it, is of inestimable value to his side. When the
ball rolls into ‘touch’, the weary have a moment-
ary bhreather, a very useful thing. and each man
has time to get back to his proper place.  But
your speedy winger stops all this, and is able to
outwit the opposing /2 back who has got a little
ont of his place, and s0 puts his side in a strong
position for attack. Another essential for a for-
ward —and in fact for a player in any position
is the ability to take and give passes on the right
and left with equal accuracy and  promptness.
And every forward must remember to pass out
to the wings as well as into the centre. a fuct
that is often neglected by greedy “centres”, who
are apt to starve their wings. Let us suppose,
gentle reader, that you and your confréves in the
forward line have got the hall: how are you to
make the best use of your opportunities, and get
within shooting distanee of the goal? You ure
but four in number, and opposed to you are 3
halt-backs and a back, plus a goal-keeper, a tri-
arius that has to be reckoned with, Well, you
must all four keep as far as possible in line in
order to ensure your being able to pass and re-
pass the ball to one another. The pass should
be short and hard, and just sufficiently in front of
your man to emable him to take it at full speed,
Never pass to a player who is so well ‘marked’
that one of the opposing side is likely to inter-
cept the pass or at any rate tackle him as soon
as he gets the ball,  Ard above all, pass
in time, and before you are tackled: and if you
are on the wing, vever take the ball right up to
the goal line befuie yon “centre’ it, for this r eans
that you must ‘centre’ it back and then the de-
fending back is sure to ger it.  Let us suppose
that your plan of attack has so far succeeded ;
that your passes have been taken and veturned ;
and that, having passed the half-back line. only
the back and goal-keeper stand between you and
the goal.  How must the finishing touch be put
on to crown your efforts? The first thing is to
uote the position of the hack and his movements,
His game is to force you who have the ball to
the side, if possible, so that you wil' lave less
of the goal to shoot at: and he will thus tempt
you to shoot at an awkward angle or at too long
a range. Then you must show your unselfishiness
and pass to your partner on the other side of
the opposing back, that is, presuming the former
to be supporting you and in Lis right place. He
will then hwve a fair shot at goal, if he takes your
pass: and unless the goal-keeper, be a fivst elass one,
ortheshota poorone, o goal ought to be your reward,
Now a word as to the proper way to shoot
at goal.  Always shoot with fwe hands | and as
hard as you can, with more of a <hove than
hit. 1t is impossible to shoot aceurately with
one hand, nor can you wet sufficient “powder™
into your shot. A very telling shot, especially at
close range, may be made by raising the ball with
a lofting shot, which a little practice will soon
teach you.  Always shoot so s just to eraze the
inside of the post, and towards that side on whicl
the goal-keeper is weakest, A shot right at the
middle of the goal is the easiest to save and clear,
Now what is the best distanee at whicl to shoot”
Or rather, what s the maximum distanee at whicl
i shot should be attempted 2 This depends on your
and the strength or weakness of  the
goal-i You hkave no chalk line to suide vou.
a5 in hockey, and show you where “the 15 yvards
mark™ is: and consequently you have to gauge




the disti youprselt Speaki from esperiene
Bonld say that 15 yands is an absurd distane
i dch to shoot, except from o cors it il
ud=heeper worthy ol the name H fear von
1 it range.  anle el | the “hack
et wds 15 quite fan off © sl
| o1 woild shot 1o re I than onee
ut of attempts against a goal-Keeper
even at this range. DBut iY you suceeed in getting
within ten vards of the goal, shoot and trust to
luek, rather than pass to anether of your own
side. If vou hesitate, you are lost. for the goal
Keeper can at onee divine where your shot will
come, and will easily save it; make up your mind
to shoot, and shoot hard and at onee
“1 felt it as 1 hit the hall
with dext'rous movement of the wrist,
t is hetter to have shot and missed
than never liave shot at all.”
Next we come to the conpecting link hetween

the artillery  and cavalyy, as rvepresented by the
forwards. and the Ol Guard™ a hrigade
that st be alike in defence,
the half=backs. It is not too mueh to say that on
the streugth of the half-back.
ling depends the strength of the
team.  Most important of
the half-back who is the “‘ge-
neral™ of the side. His business
is to feed his forwards with
and to mark and tackle
the opposing  centre forwards
when they bear down on him
with the ball; nor should he
leave the centre of the ground
to tackle a man on the wing,
unless necessity demands it ; he
should leave this to the wing
half-back, and himself wait to
intercept the pass to the centre,

belind,
attack and

srrong

all is

Pitsses

Fhe wing half-backs must sup-
port the centre, tackle the for-
wards opposed  to  them, and

be always ready
budd pass or to receive the hall
from a goal-hit, clearing stroke,
or kick by the goal-keeper,

{0 infercept a

Many half-hacks are excellent
m defence, and think that their
duty ends there: but this is
not the ease. They must back
up their forwards, and shonld
not more than 10 or 12 yavils behind them

the ball, their

it can be cleared to

have got n|!j¢'-‘l

ball
forwards,

when the former
heing to get the
the apposing
bueks suceeed in
who are
will

ing forwards,

hefore
should the opposing half-
from the forwards

In this way they

getting it
already in
casily check the advance of the
and wili help to maintain a con-
opposing Half-baeks,
very Jittle and pass

possession
more “IDIII)~-
attack on the goul
should dribibic
almost as soon as they get the ball,

Hitous
and baeks too,

provided they

can do so safely, to their own forwards. No halt-
back should ever get in front of or even in a
line with his own forwards for purposes of ull;u‘)\:
for he most remember that if his side be dis-

possessed  of the ball, he has weakened his de-
fenee and serionsty jeopardised his own goal. Un
doubtedly the position of half-back
hardest work the hardest to fill with success

the difficulty

enfuils the
and is

bt know just how and when
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to tackle his outwitted
lengug

TS,
limn

wan, espeeially it
it
continue to

\ ol

your even if an opponent ha

eluded you worry amd hamper

him  to make s, for there is always the

chanee of the ball going to one of vour own side

Last, but by no means least. come the back
and goal-keeper, whom 1 will take together: for
they  must  thoroughly  anderstand  each  other’
play and bave confidence in each other, other-

wise they
intaet for

cantot sueceed in Kkeeping their charge
The first lesson a
withoot hamper-
of the forward

long, back has to

learn is to caver his goal-keeper
view

ing him and obstrueting his

who is about to shoot. Too many backs forget
this latter point, and retreat almost into the top
of their goal-keepers: with the result *hat the
shot s taken at very close rvange.  Moreover a
back should always bear in mind that a goal-
keeper is allowed to Eiek the ball, and so has a
far bhetter chance of cleaving a shot them he him-
self has.  Therefore a back shonld neyer stand
less thaun 12 or "% yards in front of his goal-
keeper, when the opposing forwards are bearing

down on him; for if he stand too elose, he will

BANDY ON THE NEW RINK.

have less elhiance of foreiug the forward with the
ball to take his shot at an awkward qugle from the
will tempt him to shoot at too
1 hack

never
The

less aceuracy

and
long a

range. more i |I:HII]II'I' il

forward the and steam will the latter
be able to put
will probably elear it easily.

And lust of thee, O muddied oaf’', will 1
speak, as you stand trembling on skates,
while mountainous forms speed down to work your

into his shot: and the goal-keeper

your

destenetion with swift cannon balls full 4 ounces
in weight.,  Take heart! A good *save” will win
you applause from’ ' the many  mouthed.” Lt
often your hest “saves™ are unnotieed, for the

right to whereas
vou who have anticipated the direction
and put yourselt eleverly in the way.
Never, an’ thou desert T
to tackle an opponent, will
thee, and despatch the

ball s
it 15 really
of the shot

apparently eome you,

lovest me, yvour charge

who most assuredly

autwit ‘globe’ into your

just left,

ground. like Leon
Lim caretully
X-ray hiain

Few in the

undefended goal.  Stand your

wait for the shot: wateh
for a twinkle in his
where his shot
vietory their
streteh out hand, stick, or

hall: but be ecarveful not to
move il he has struck the ball, else wiil he
deftly turn his shot againat the
hall will

however

dis and
evemay enable youw
to divine will come,

wmoment ol coteenl intention

\s he
mect the

can

foat

slhioots.
advancing

spot vou  hise

and  the reach the net,  Re

member too that, Jobengulous™ vou may

be, you cannot swell your person sufticiently to
cover a goal 12 good English feet wide, Nevia
try to stop the ball with your haud, when it is

difficult to
squnt

actualy on the dee: it
and
the ice to
it easiest, if
shiots on your right
jce, to hit out all similar
stick held in both hands,
use your hamd or body to stop shots in the air:
but remember that the time in which to
shot properly is very short: thevefore try. so far
ible to Kick or hit the
ball elean away without first
stopping ity for the ball, b
indin=-rubber,
stopped  dead,  and  the
roll
your reach and

is extremely
kneel. or
shot, You will probably fiud
vight-footed to kick out all
that along  the
shots on your left with
while you

do so: never sit, down on
stop @
you are
side come

your TR
clear o

a8 po

ing of solid is not
easily
slightest

earry it out of

bonuce or miy

stick of one of the
who will return

on to the
attacking side,

it with intevest and probahly
defeat you,
But — wow ruadid.  Jam satis
tusisti: Jane salis sevipsi,
HENRY WALKER
BOBSLEICHINC.

Sinee the days when a bob-
sleigh the
American  toboggans
connected by means of a 12
foot plank, — fivst introduced to
St. Moritz in the winter of
1890-1—much has happened of
and not a litth

of a retrogressive, charaeter,

The bhobbist of today would re-
gard the machive of a decade
makeshift for the earvefully construeted machine he
has become familine with.  Now he is particular to a
curve of Lis runners, theirv di
and to strain a point, one might

took form of two

elumsily

a progressive,

ago as o osorry

degree as 1o the
mensions, weight,
even say ihe material from which they arve forged.
I'hien there is the exaet setting of the turn-table

on which the front runuers must move with such
ready response to the steersman's pull, the length,
breadth and height of the “bob,” the special

pattern of brake and the question whether one
split or entive, is suitable: all
these aré points which have to be pondered over
and discussed with a regard for detail quite un
thought of at the time when in December 1590
Mre. Wilson Smith of Philadelphia and a tew Kindred
spirits won

or two, most

for themselyes a verdiet of eecentricity

Lordering Gu in=anity from all St. Moritz for electing

to seek enjoyment by slithering down every coneeiy

able slope on their erude strueture.

CHANP:

\thmmgne uf natum' character and highest quallty
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